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SUBJECT: PROPOSED NGO CONFERENCE ON DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS IN THE AMERICAS 

REF: (A) STATE 56014, (B) GENEVA 1588 

1 . DEPT’S PRELIMINARY REACTION IS THAT NGO CONFERENCE ON 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS SHOULD, AS A 
MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, COVER ENTIRE RANGE OF SUBJECT WHICH 

IS NOW UNDER STUDY BY SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF 
DISCRIMINATION AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES, AND NOT BE 
CONFINED SOLEY TO AMERICAS. SINCE, HOWEVER, THERE MAY BE 
SOME BASIS FOR APPROACHING PROBLEMS OF INDIGENOUS 
POPULATIONS FROM A REGIONAL POINT OF VIEW, WE WOULD 
WELCOME LEARNING FROM INTERESTED NGO'S WHAT THEIR 
RATIONALE IS FOR THE NARROW CONFERENCE SCOPE THEY PROPOSE. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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2. MISSION MAY DRAW ON ABOVE IN RESPONDING TO SECRETARIAT. 
WE HAVE ASKED USUN TO SOUND OUT MRS. WIENER ABOUT HER 
REPORTED OBJECTIONS TO SCOPE OF CONFERENCE. 
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